These dog and horse figurines are
among the items to be found at
Cannery Exchange.
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A vintage French poster advertising liquor is hung on a wall beneath a
chandelier, each waiting for the right buyer to visit Arlene Spielman’s
store in Newport Beach and discover them.

THELORE S

Arlene Spielman’s
consignment shop sells
furniture and history.

BY AMY WILSON
STAFF WRITER

here was that time Ar-

lene Spielman finagled

to buy an 8-by-9 foot

rug - Hermes orange,

mind you. She knew
exactly whose house this belonged
in. But if this customer didn’t want
it, hey, she had others. She rolled
it up and put it in her Astrovan.
On her way to her store, she drove
to the customer’s house, and, well,
you know how this story ends: The
rug never got to her store.

And that’s the fastest sale Spiel-
man, former flight attendant, for-
mer wallpaper saleswoman, con-
signment queen and peddler ex-
traordinaire, ever made.
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Spielman, who is the one who
thinks of herself as a peddler be-
cause of her long-ago Astrovan,
curates a vast store of furniture
and decorative objects “for her
friends” in a tucked-up corner of
Newport Beach. Because, really,
she buys what she likes - even that
time she lost her mind and bought
the “crazy ’50s housewife safety
pin baskets” — and resells it, for
others, in her lush, overfull and
treasure-filled store.

Which is to say, there are furni-
ture consignment shops, and then
there is Spielman’s Cannery Ex-
change.

Consignment shopping is the
great undiscovered country of
furniture shopping. Because it can
be a barren wasteland of bad vinyl
records and doilies or it can be
Cannery Exchange. Here, you'll
find a 19th century decorative
Santos, probably once displayed in
a niche in a church, partially sur-
rounded by candles lit by prayer-
ful worshipers, for $800, near a

7-foot-tall, 54-inch-wide 1937
French Kina Lillet poster, while
close by a pair of chocolate-brown
signed Michael Taylor chairs,
down-filled, all-nail-head-with-
cowhide-sides, originally $8,000
apiece, are priced at a mere
$3,000.

The best consignment dealers
actually cultivate a clientele of
designers and collectors who like
to change out their stashes, mix
up their palettes and just redo
occasionally, says Spielman. (She
admits to doing it herself.) That
way, not only does the inventory in
the store change almost daily
because buys are made daily, but
because there’s a lot of arranging
and rearranging to showcase dif-
ferent pieces.

Spielman herself started out in
a large house in Orange Park
Acres, with five kids, and down-
sized to a Laguna Beach cottage.
Now she just recycles the furnish-
ings to freshen up the look be-
cause, you know, you only live

This bird-themed art deco lamp is
for sale for $1,200 at the consign-
ment store.

once.
Maureen Leaman, who works

with Spielman, chimes in: “We all

like each other’s stuff ... .”
Spielman: “If we don’t, that’s

OK. My clients are my friends.

They can’t hurt

my feelings.”

Leaman says "1 didn't buy these
she’s noticed that  thjngs to keep them.
furniture consum- y

We're not a

ers are just plain
getting smarter
these days. No-
body wants their
home to look like
the ones in the
popular catalogs because “then it
will look like everybody else’s. You
come in here, you get something
that nobody else has and it looks
like you've had it for years and
years.”

She adds that the shop has
regulars, like once a month. And
some come in every day. So as not

storage unit.”

ARLENE SPIELMAN

SEE STOREe® PAGE 4

PHOTOS: EUGENE GARCIA, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Spielman, owner of the Cannery Exchange consignment store in Newport Beach, has a wide range of home décor items and furniture in her showroom.
In front of her is one of a pair of signed, $3,000 Michael Taylor chairs.
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to miss a thing.

And Spielman remembers the
customer who came in and bought a
full-length black rabbit Alaskan fur
coat for a three-day winter trip to
New York. A bargain at twice the
price.

Even better, consignment is
green. “Not one tree died to get into
my store,” Spielman says. Someone
else’s originally, maybe, but hers is
the great recycling of furniture life
and furniture lore.

Spielman says she’ll tell the spe-
cific story and history of the piece
you want, if she knows it. Other-
wise, she’ll tell you what she knows
about silver, the era, the designer.

And Spielman, like a lot of con-
signment dealers, deals. You say the
art deco lamp, intertwined with two
silver cranes, with the Murano glass
that’s priced at $1,200 sounds high?
She could be talked into a mere
grand.

“I didn’t buy these things to keep
them,” she says. “We’re not a stor-
age unit.”

Leaman says the store is even a
place for guilt to be laid to rest. Like
the time a family didn’t know what
to do with some magnificent furni-
ture that their mother had but they
didn’t want. It had a wonderful
story that dated back to Palm
Springs and Mexican heritage. But
someone else dearly loved the furni-
ture and the story, and the folks at
Cannery Exchange passed that on
to the original family’s owners.

“That was everything to them,”
Leaman says. “History was passed
along with the price.”

History and the hunt. People like
the quest. It’s become too easy to
look on the Internet, to point and
click. Where’s the thrill for the per-
fect citrine-colored foo dog roof tile
statue? The client-friends of Can-
nery Exchange like to make Spiel-
man and Leaman do the hunting.

The phone rings. Leaman an-
swers and she makes a note: “Yes.
Oh, sure. Yes.” She writes as the
person on the other end speaks,
talking down a name and number.

“Yes, I'll be sure to call you when
a swordfish comes in.”
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PHOTOS: EUGENE GARCIA, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Arlene Spielman is ready to make a deal with buyers who find something they like at Spielman’s Cannery Exchange

consignment store in Newport Beach.

CONSIGNMENT TIPS

A few ideas for getting the most out of
your consignment shopping experience:
e Don't go if you don't find age, a little
patina and minor wear to be charming.
Some things are pristine. Some things
look like they're 100 years old because
they are.

e |f you don't see something you want,
ask. It could be hidden behind the signed
Depression tramp art that you didn't
know was valuable.

e Don't be afraid to ask if the dealer can
do better on the price. No one will be
shocked or insulted. If they can, they
will. If they can't, they’ll say so.

e If the price is high, ask if you can
make a deposit. There are not more in
stock.

e If the item is large, like a rug or a
chandelier, ask if you can take it home
“on memo."” Many stores will allow you
to try it out and see if it works, then re-
turn it for full refund if it doesn't.

LOWEST PRICES ON:
Dutch « Entry « French Doors
Stained Glass Windows & Doors

42" Méhogany Door
Ventilating Sidelite

Among the stock

is this

tramp art

sculpture for $500.
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BEST OF THE REST FOR
CONSIGNMENT DECORATOR GOODS

Not all consignment shops offer furniture, and few have
very much that is designer-quality. Still, we found some we
thought were worth a serious stroll through for some hid-
den decorative treasures:

1) Lido Consignment Gallery, 2700 West Coast Highway,
Suite 115, Newport Beach, entrance in back. Lots of space -
20,000 square feet of it - with a wide variety of styles, eras,
reproductions and the real thing. From $250 Pottery Barn
sofas to a massive neo-classical ornate dining table that
seats10 for $995 to a three-piece antique trunk set for $375.
Clearance upstairs that includes a gorgeous, finely carved
pew for $500.

2) The Accent's On Us, 23552 Commerce Center Drive,
suites E and F, Laguna Hills. A lot of the usual bric-a-brac,
then suddenly the surprise of an exquisite, 97-piece Limog-
es china set for $2,800, an elk-skin rug for $450 and a 1913
wooden propeller for $6,500.

3) Grasons Co. Consignment and Estate Sales, 18281
Gothard Street, Huntington Beach. In a warehouse dis-
trict, in a warehouse, no less, on a recent hunt we found a
reasonably priced Hoosier, a cane rocker and modestly
(but correctly) priced art.
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